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T IS customary for people to buy you a
drink on your 18th birthday.

So Highland dancer and musician Toni Russell can expect
a few when she performs at the Caledonian Hotel this
Hogmanay for the 18th year.

Toni, who started entertaining guests at the hotel at the
age of 12, also brings her dancing and clarsach pupils to
the hotel to play.

Toni said: ‘| danced from the ages of 12 to 24, then |
started to teach my own pupils after graduating from
university.

‘At the age of 18 | started playing the clarsach as well but
| have students doing that too now.
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‘| learnt my trade through my nights at the Caley. | grew
up learning how to entertain and they always had some-
thing for me to do, whether it be a Christmas dinner or
a Scottish show.

‘I've also met some famous people who stayed there and
| remember meeting Runrig when | was younger.’

Toni will be performing again this year at the hotel on
Boxing Day and Hogmanay.

On February 29 Toni’s dance and clarsach pupils will per-
form It ain’ all tartan, a production that has been written
and choreographed by Toni.

The concert, which has taken a year to organise, will

be held at the Corran Halls with a 7pm start and all
proceeds will go towards Oban Hospice.



