
I’ve often heard the nocturnal migration of Redwings over George Street in Oban, 
above the sound of evening traffic in October.
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flocks may 
indulge in a spot of pre-

breeding community 
sub-singing.

How-
ever, it is in 

autumn that flocks 
of Redwings are most 

noticeable.  
Local birdwatcher, Stuart 

Gibson, remarked : ‘I’ve often 
heard the nocturnal migration 
of Redwings over George Street 
in Oban, above the sound of 
evening traffic in October.
‘Very often, the next day 

birdwatchers on Mull will report 
a huge arrival of these migrant 

thrushes on the island.’
Accompanying the Redwings will 

often be other migrant thrushes, 
arriving in western Scotland to escape 

the Scandinavian and Russian winter: 
Blackbirds, Fieldfares and Song Thrushes.

Many of these Blackbirds will make it into local 
gardens in Oban and Lorn, where they compete for 
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food at bird-tables with resident birds.  
The majority of the migrants, however, are young male 
birds, and can easily be told apart from the local adults.
Young male Blackbirds from the continent often look thin-
ner and less well-fed than local birds. They have dark bills, 
lacking the vivid, orangey-yellow beaks of adult male birds.
Another point of interest is that young Blackbirds (in their 
first autumn) have brown flight feathers, which contrast 
with the black colour of the rest of the bird’s plumage.


