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ers’, Long-tailed ties
from a failed rest
simply go to an ad-
jacent territory and
help those paremts
biz raise their young,
Losses ars sulfi-
ciently high far mast
brods to have one
or rmare sxira birds
helging with feeding
duties.

This additional parental

care mears that ypoung,
birds receive more food
and are more likely to

SLMVivE

Co-operative breeding

i unisual in British birds,

but is practiced by a few
species, with the beeeding
behaviour of Long-tailed ties
besing particularly ab=rrant.
‘Winter flocks are made up of
family parties, but when spring
arrives, birds start to pair up, with
[mrriabes ITHAITE Avway [roer thamir
family groaup to adjoining ter-
ritories, Should a resting attempt
fail, research suggests that it is
only the males that go to help
DUt at another nest neary:

Az such nests e within

the winter territory of the
displaced bird's family, the
‘v’ mest is likely o belong
toa brother. In this way, the
Lang-taled tit thelpers’ show
of bratherdy love kesps it in

the farnily!




