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‘Derforming ~ata
2 near) You

h rounded, black, white and pink body
md slender tail of the Long-tailed Tit
make it an unmistakable favourite of garden
birdwatchers.

Increasingty, in recent years, this charrning little Bird hae
Became & regulbr vigiter to bird-tables. where they have
adapred po peant feeders in thue tirmase style
Feeding staticrm are uaed msst in late wintes, when nasu-
vl Foed supplies will be at their lewest, 5o now may bea
o tirmd to be on the leok-out far this delightfd visiter
in gardens throughsut Oban and Lem,

Small parties of Lang-tailed Tis ane great fun te watch,
8 thisy reder and Foeape through gardent and wesdlands
in wirtar,

Lerg-taled Tits are rroee ingeciveras than the tres
garden titrmice (Long-tailed Tigs are only dissant relatives
ol the rcee fmiliar Blee Tic fer ingtance), wnd chy are
lg lile Bundles of perpotual motion as they feed closs
tea this erd of branches, Suddenly. o of the graup will
dapart and the rest of the eribe will tag domg in a “fellow-
mvy-leader” Fashion

Lecal birdwatcher Stuart Gibaan sakl A Lerg-taibed Gt
hag bper likened 1o & knisting
needle giuck in a ball of pink,
Black and white wesll

They are manoedcusly enper-
cainireg brtle birds, as chey flic,
in Py RPGs, Pam trese-to-
trese In search of food,
‘Heswesar, it b ety relaiveky
recandy that Lerg-taled

tis b started coming te
gardern oo feed ag bird-tables,
‘Likee House Sparrees and
Chaflimches, thess delight-

il et lighteekghis have
adapred to leading an hanging
paanut dispersers, L lilke
Blluss cies.”

Many of these flocks contain the same individuals from
year to year, although a particularly severe winter can
reduce the British populaton (220,000 territories| by 2=
rmuch 2 BIS%G.

Baing small and weighing a= litthe as seven grams. Long-
tailed Tis are suscoptibde to cold weather, and have

to spend mast of the daylight hours availble in winter
locking for food.

At right, Long-tailed Tits roost tightly bunched together

‘ A Long-tailed tit has been

likened to a knitting needle
to reduce heat loss. The colder the weeathar, the closer

stuck in o ball of pink, black
and white wool!
the birds in the roost will huddie together to keep warm,
suggesting why these litde avian gems are so sociable in
their behaviour at other times.
Long-tailed Tits start to breed earty in spring, bulding an
elaborate domed nest, made
up of moss, ichens and held
together by spiders’ webs
This structure is often to be
found deep within a thaorny
baush, like berberis, gorse or
hawthom, and s lined with
up to 2,300 tiny feathers,
making a very cosy duwet for
the eggs and nesdings.
Such construchons take up to
1% days to complete, during
which time the bullder's may
have traveled some 300 mifes
simply collecting materials.
However, nests are regularty
predated and |osses high, but,
lbing “co-operatres broed-




